
 

Come, let us reason together! 
Can God continue to let mankind mess up and destroy itself? Can we keep 

going the way we are going? And how is your life going? 

We are now experiencing what Jesus predicted was just the “beginning of 
sorrows”—the increase in “wars and rumors of wars, famines, diseases and 
pestilences, violent earthquakes in various places, and massive persecution of 
God’s people worldwide. Lawlessness and iniquity will abound and real love (for 
God and for others) will wax cold.“ After all these preliminary signs, Jesus said, 
“then shall the end come” (Matt. 24:6-14). “There will be...distress of nations with 
perplexity...” (no way out) “Men’s hearts failing them for fear and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth...” (Luke 21:25-26).  

To expound on Jesus’ words, in the last century alone, WWI killed 16 million, 
WWII killed 60 million, the Cold War period killed tens of millions. Concerning the 
persecution of God’s people, the Holocaust alone killed over six million Jews; 
now Christianity can hardly be found in the Middle East where it began and was 



once the majority of people. Millions of Christians have been silently killed by 
atheistic Communist governments or Islamic radicalism. 

“This know also, that in the last days, perilous times shall come for men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce 
breakers, false accusers...fierce, despisers of those that are good...highminded, 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but 
denying the power thereof… never learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:1-7). 

God must intervene or mankind will totally destroy itself spiritually and 
physically. He loves us and begs us to turn to Him before He judges this world 
during a seven-year period called the Great Tribulation, which will destroy the 
majority of people on this earth. Afterward, He will return the second time and set 
up His wonderful kingdom on earth and reign for a period of  1,000 years.  
 

The Rapture! What is it and who will go? 
Before this horrific judgment of God—the Great Tribulation, many Christians 

believe that God will pull His faithful believers out of this world. 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

1 Cor. 15:52, 53b: “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed...and this mortal must put on immortality.” 

Many prophecy-believing Christians believe that God won’t judge the 
righteous with the unrighteous. Before God supernaturally judged Sodom, Lot 
was removed by God. God had Noah prepare his family and animals to be saved 
from worldwide judgment.  

“...being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him” 
(Rom. 5:9).  “...wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 
even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come” (1 Thess. 1:10). “Let us 
watch and be sober...putting on...faith and love and the hope of salvation. For 
God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us” (1 Thess. 5:6-10). “Because you have kept my command 
to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial (time of Great Tribulation), 
which shall come upon the whole world to test those who dwell upon the earth. 
Behold I am coming quickly! (Rev. 3:10-11).  

It is obvious from just these few Scriptures that those whom God will catch 



up, remove, or Rapture from this earth and its coming judgment are the ones 
who know Christ personally; they persevere, and have faith, hope, and love as 
they watch and prepare.   

 
How does one obtain salvation? 

Jesus himself said that to be saved,  a person, by faith, must “be converted” 
or “be born again” (John 3:3, Matt. 18:3). Admit to God that you have messed up 
your life, sinned against God, and you can’t save yourself by any good works. By 
faith ask God to save you through Christ’s sacrifice of love for you on the cross. 
Then begin to walk daily with God. Put Him first. Read and study His Words 
which are found in the Bible. Pray and talk to Him daily. Ask the all-powerful God 
to help you in every area of your life. Fellowship regularly with other believers. He 
is desiring—no, demanding a personal relationship with us, not just a religious 
façade. “What does the Lord your God require of you? To fear the Lord your 
God, to walk in all of his ways, and to love Him and to serve the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deut. 10:12). 

Those who will be raptured have already rejected this world and its horrible 
ways and, by faith, they have placed themselves in God’s hands. They watch for 
and prepare for God’s divine intervention. They “have made themselves ready” 
(John 19:7). How does one make himself ready? Are you ready? 

If one studies every Scripture in the Bible concerning the Rapture, one will 
become aware of the conditional lifestyle, heart characteristics, or qualities of 
those who will be part of this supernatural event: those who are faithful, taking 
heed, fear Him and work righteousness, holy, steadfast, sober, patient, wise, 
servants, humble, purify themselves, and the most important characteristic is 
those who are looking or watching for His coming. These are the fruit of or results 
coming from a close walk with God.  

Two of Jesus’ parables will especially challenge us regarding the Rapture. 
The first is the Parable of the Ten Virgins in Matt. 25:1-4: “Then shall the 
kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went 
forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise and five were foolish. 
They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: but the wise 
took oil in their vessels with their lamps.”   

 

The key difference between them was the oil; the wise had the oil without 
which the lamps could not work. Oil throughout the Bible is symbolic of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. The wise were filled and had a close walk with the 
Holy Spirit; they “were ready and watching” for the return of Jesus their 
bridegroom. At the end of the parable, they were taken into heaven with Christ 
their bridegroom to the marriage supper. Christ, however, said of the foolish 
virgins—“I know you not” and they were not taken nor were they allowed into 



heaven. The key is really knowing, loving and anticipating God as a bride 
anticipates and prepares for her groom and their wedding day.  

The second challenging parable is that of the Great Wedding Supper (or the 
Excuses) in Luke 14:16-35 and Matt. 22:1-14. Many people were called to the 
wedding; however, some made “excuses” or “made light of it”—the invitation to 
God’s Son’s wedding supper. The excuses they made were that this world’s jobs, 
merchandise, and family issues were more important than God. They cared less, 
neglected, did not regard as important, or weren’t interested enough in the things 
of God. None of those people making excuses were allowed in to the wedding 
supper. Christ ended the parable saying that we had to love less this messed up 
world and the things of it, and we have to love Him first. He finished by saying we 
must be willing to forsake all, to bear our cross, and be His disciples. 

Let us all put an end to our excuses and put God first in our lives. Ask for His 
help to be ready, anticipating, and watching for Christ’s coming for His faithful 
people.  

Luke 21:34-36: “Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting (overindulging and careless ease), and drunkenness, 
and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unexpectedly. For it will 
come as a snare on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch 
therefore, and pray always, that you may be accounted worthy to escape all 
these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

John 14:2-3: “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also. 

1 John 3:1a, 2b, 3: “Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed on 
us, that we should be called the children of God!... We know that when He is 
revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who 
has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

Rev. 3:20: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” 

 
Are you ready? 

 
 

A complete book about this topic titled:  
“The Rapture: A Love Story”  

can be obtained at amazon.com (book or kindle), 
barnesandnoble.com or outskirts press.com. 


